
Antimicrobial Sutures
Use antimicrobial sutures1

Pre-op Bathing   
Patients should bathe or shower 
prior to surgery with plain 
or antimicrobial soap  

Surgical Site Preparation   
Use alcohol-based antiseptic solutions 
based on chlorhexidine gluconate6

Optimal Timing for Pre-op 
Surgical Antibiotic Prophylaxis
Administer prior to surgical 
incision when indicated8

Hair Removal
Only if necessary and
then with clipper
   

Use of Protocols for Intensive 
Perioperative Blood Glucose Control
Use for both diabetic and nondiabetic 
adult patients

Maintaining Normothermia
Use warming devices in the OR 
and during the surgical procedure3 

Wound Protective Devices
Consider the use of wound protector 
devices in clean-contaminated, 
contaminated, and dirty abdominal 
surgical procedures9

Post-op Advanced Dressings     
Do not use any type of advanced 
dressing over a standard dressing10

  
WHO
RECOMMENDATION

Conditional/Moderate1

13 RCTs, 5347 patients1

Conditional/Moderate1

7 RCTs, 11327 patients4

Strong/Low-to-moderate1

17 RCTs, 4899 patients5

Strong/Low1

113 Observational Studies, 
53,975 patients1  

Strong/Moderate1

15 RCTs or quasi-randomized 
trials, 4065 patients7   

Conditional/Low1

15 RCTs, 2836 patients1   

Conditional/Moderate1

2 RCTs, 478 patients1

Conditional/Low 
(do not use)1

10 RCTs, 2628 patients11

RECOMMENDATION TYPE/
QUALITY OF EVIDENCE

RANGE OF ESTIMATED INCREMENTAL 
COSTS PER CASE

Preventing Surgical Site Infection (SSI)

Plus Antibacterial Sutures are a cost-e�ective 
part of an SSI prevention bundle*

> $20 < $5 $5-$20 

Conditional/Very low 
(for abdominal surgery)1 

10 RCTs and 1 prospective 
controlled study, 2949 patients1 

Just 48¢ more on 
average per strand  than 
traditional suture!2



SSIs are potentially catastrophic for patients, costly for clinics and hospitals, and under 
increasing scrutiny by payers and policymakers. With the proven ability of 
triclosan-coated sutures to address a known risk factor for SSI, cost-e�ective Plus 
Sutures should be part of your infection prevention bundle.12-14

A single SSI can cost up to

$39,00015†

SSI-related 
treatment 
costs may 
no longer be 
reimbursed 

Meta-analysis demonstrates

28% reduction 
in SSI risk with the use of 
triclosan-coated sutures‡§

Plus Suture costs on average 
48¢ more per strand than 
traditional suture2

Plus Sutures are the 
only triclosan-coated 
sutures commercially 
available worldwide

48¢

*Selected measures from WHO guidelines were chosen based on evidence-supported interventions recommended by Dr. Charles E. Edmiston, Jr. Please refer to the 2018 
edition for the full list of 29 recommendations on 23 topics for SSI prevention.16

†As shown in a coronary artery bypass surgery.
‡Included 21 RCTs, 6462 patients, 95% CI: (14, 40%), P<0.001.
§All triclosan-coated sutures in these RCTs were Ethicon Plus Antibacterial Sutures (MONOCRYL® Plus Antibacterial (poliglecaprone 25) Suture, Coated VICRYL® Plus 
Antibacterial (polyglactin 910) Suture, and PDS® Plus Antibacterial (polydioxanone) Suture).
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